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The sights of a city street:

Grimy children playing stick-ball,

Bloated flies hovering over vegetable stalls,
Pot-bellied men washing second-hand cars,

Pitiful painted girls in tight skirts,

Aimless groups of teenagers loitering on corners,
Broken, tattered old men sprawled in gutters,
Cracked windows in sordid tenements,

Ravished women in housecoats fanning themselves on stoops,
Empty beer bottles in the gutter,

Cadaverous dogs rooting in overturned garbage cans.

The sounds of a city street:

Raucous horns blaring in frustrated anger,

Mothers yelling at their children from third-storey windows,
The shuffle of aimless feet on concrete,

Huckster wagons going clickety-clack down the alley,

An untended infant crying in vain,

The dtscordant twang of steel guitars issuing from a jukebox,
The squeal of brakes,

Junkies moaning in secluded hallways,

A rubber ball thrumping against a stone curb,

Children screaming in delight at their secret games.

The smells of a city street:

Puddles of cloudy water in a defective-gutter,
The poisonous breath of whining drunks,

Stew burning in an iron pot,

The cheap perfume of pathetiec whores,
Bedraggled children with bubble-gum breath,

The rotting carcass of a long-dead cat,

A newly waxed car baking in the relentless sun,
Sweating crowds of disturbed human cattle,
Exhaust fumes from a hundred thousand metal monsters,
The cheap hair oil of the neighborhood ralkes.

A city street--
Inevitable product of our superior civilization.

R S RN ‘by T@d pau‘g ...........



THE "THEORY" OF EVOLUTION: Virtually every significant theo-

retical discovery in the history of
science and philosophy has originated as an wunorthodox hypo-
thesis-developed by one outstanding thinker (or, comparatively
rarely, a small group of outstanding intellects). The hypothe-
sis will then be criticized, violently assaulted or even ridi-
culed by the more orthodox members of the scientific community.
This period of intensive controversy is usually an invaluable
aid to the development of the hypothesis, because during the
controversy the inadequacies and errors of the original theory
are exposed. Vigorous criticism tends to strengthen a basical-
1y sound hypothesis by stripping it of any superfluous aspects
and compelling its advocates to undertake adjustments and cor-
rections where appropriate. But once a concept has become es-

J

o & kel g

Jollings o (e
o } 47 g

eelilory el

tablished beyond a reasonable doubt within the scientific com-
munity, it ordinarily ceases to be considered "“"controversial'.
It occasionally happens, however, that a particular scientific
concept becomes the focus for a public controversy which per-
sists long after scientific criticisms have been successfully
countered, This is especially likely to occur when the hypothe-
sis possesses or appears to possess significance as a challenge to
political or theological orthodoxy. The political or religious
interests affronted by the offending hypothesis will endeavor
to suppress or discredit it, an effort which often results in
a prolonged and bitter public controversy. The character of
this publiec controversy is radically different from that of the
scientific controversy which usually precedes the establish-
ment of a theorem, because the majority of its participants are
laymen who are not competent to pass judgment with regard to
the scientific merits of the theory. :

During the past one hundred years, the work of Charles
Robert Darwvin has inspired a public controversy of enormous di-
mensions. Immediately after the publication, in 1859, of "The
Origin of Species", religious zealots, viewing with alarm the
collapse of a minor but integral tenet of their system of be-
lief, launched an energetic and vituperative campaign to dis-
credit the eminent naturalist's views. Many, realizing that
their petty cause was manifestly ludicrous in an age of reason
and scientific inquiry, enhanced their stature in the eyes of
the public by means of a device familiar to us today: they as-
serted that advocacy of Darwin's evolutionary theory was tanta-
mount to a direct denial of Christianity. (Recently, enter-
prising American opponents of evolution added a new degree of



sophistry to the case against Charles Darwin's contribution to scienti-
fic thought by asserting that advocacy of evolution is equivalent to ad-
vocacy of communism. This assumption is founded upon two equally ridicu-
lous premises: first, that Darwinian evolution is necessarily an athe-
istic, materialistic concept incompatible with religious belief; and,
second, that atheism is invariably found in alliance with communism.)
The obscurantist struggle was directed by the English High Church and
certain fundamentalist sects; but, while not actively hostile toward it,
neither the Catholic Church nor the other Protestant denominations could
be accused of being enthusiastic about evolution.

The historical facts of this struggle, from the Oxford debate to
the trial of John Scopes, are-well known to %he majority of the readers
of this periodical, of course, but it is sometimes difficult for reason-
ably enlightened individuals to comprehend the extent to which the is-
sue remains coritroversial today. There is no longer any scientific con-
troversy--Charles Darwin's original ideas have been substantially modi-
fied by his successors, but the underlying concept of biological evolu-
tion is no longer seriously questioned by reputable scientists--but the
acrimonious public controversy has never entirely ceased. Although we
tend to look upon the vigorous if not always rational debate of the
Nineteenth Century and the depressing series of events which transpired
in the quaint little community of Dayton, Tennessee, in 1925 as irrevo-
cably a part of the distant past, the fact remains that the tattered
banner of anti-evolutionism continues to be borne aloft by a dedicated
and highly vocal band of fanatics.

Several years ago, Tennessee State Senator Carter Patten intro-
duced a bill in the leglslature intended to repeal the law prohibiting
the teaching of Darwinian evolution in that state'!'s public schools. As-
tonishingly, this measure was handily defeated. When, six years ago, an
Arkansas legislator, Mrs. Willie Oates, introduced legislation aimed at
repealing the anti-evolution statutes of her state, the outcry from ru-
ral lawmakers was so intense that she was compelled to withdraw the
bill. In Texas, a group of concerned citizens led by evangelist Reuel
Lemmons 1s attempting to procure legislative action to prohibit the
teaching of evolution in that state. Lemmons' objections to Darwinian
evolution are impressively inclusive: it is, he asserts, anti-God, anti-
Bible, unscientifie, anti-religious and anti-moral. In Arizona, the
Rev. Aubrey Moore of Phoenix organized a campaign directed at bringing
to referendum the question of whether or not evolution should be taught
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as scientific fact in the public schools of that state. One of his as- -
sociates, Dr, David C. Hass, pastor of the North Phoenix Baptist Church,
observed that their organization does not object to Darwinian evolution
being taught as a theory; but they strongly protest having it taught as
"a fact contradictory to the Bible." The request that Darwinian evolu-
tion be presented in institutions of learning merely as a tentative
theory is not so much objectionable as absurd, for the principles of
evolution are no more tentative today than is the wview that the Earth
is roughly spherical in shape. Nevertheless, a number of states have
compromised the integrity of their school systems by acceding to this
request in order to avoid becoming embroiled in controversy with vari-
ous right-wing groups. According to Dr. Richard A. Gibboney of the Pem-
sylvania Department of Public Instruction, evolution in his state "is
taught as part of the 1life sciences and this is carefully done without
a point of view expressed." It is at least as reasonable, in this pre-
sumably enlightened era, to teach Isaac Newton's "theories" about motion
and gravity without expressing a point of view as to their validity.

The profound and, even among intelligent laymen, widespread ig-
norance which exists in this country with respect to the processes of
biological evolution is at least partially attributable to the efforts
of the various pressure groups active in this sphere. This numerically
insignificant but highly vocal minority has succecded in convinecing ed-
ucators that Darwinian evolution remains a "controversial" scientific
theory, with the result that many school systems have avoided exploring
it in depth. And widespread public ignorance has, of course, contribut-
ed to the effectiveness of the anti-evolution forces, thus closing the
vicious circle., Fortunately, the ultimate failure of any obscurantist
effort is assured by the dynamic nature of human societal evolution, and
it is probable that the current notable increase of anti-evolution sen-
timent represents the final agonizing convulsions of a moribund cause.
Still, the amount of distortion and misinformation which currently mas-
querades as knowledge of Darwinian evolution offers grim testament to
the effectiveness of the obscurantist campaign. This particular aspect
of scientific thought is so poorly understood by the public at large
that occasional efforts to educate the American people with regard to
evolution are as refreshing as a spring breeze in a musty corridor.

One educational project which has so far escaped notice in in-
tellectual circles is a series of volumes published by Time, Inc., en-
titled the "Life Nature Library"., These volumes are intended to explore
the beauty and seientific wonder of life on this planet in a way that
is both informative and completely comprehensible to the general read-
er. Bach book in the series is devoted to a different branch of the life
sciences or a different order of living creatures. This series is sig-
nificant because'it is intended to reach a mass audience. Each volume
is comprehensive, beautifully illustrated with photographs and drawings,
and written in an intelligent and interesting manner. In the volume de-
voted to "The Mammals", the author, Richard Carrington, stated the case
for evolution unequivocally:

"Little more than a century ago, few people realized
that the diverse array of mammals we have just describ-
ed were not only related to one another but to all oth-
er living things. Religion taught that each individual
type of animal had been created by God to fulfill a
special role in the world. The idea that the mighty
elephant, the tiny shrew, the lithe and graceful pan-
ther, the monkeys, apes and even man were in a very
real sense cousins wduld have been regarded at best as
a mad delusion and at worst as blasphemy. Yet we now



know beyond a doubt that all these creatures can trace
their ancestry back to a common stock.

"The revelation of this fact is, of course, due to the
discovery of the principles of organic evolution. The
idea of the evolution of all life was discussed by the
ancient Greeks, but after them it was forgotten for
more than 2,000 years and men's minds were preoccupied
with more magical interpretations of nature, It was
not until:the middle of the 18th Century that the idea
was reborn, this time with new vitality. A century lat-
er, in 1859, Charles Darwin's '0On the Origin of Spe-
cies by Means of Natural Selection' was published, This
classic book presented the story of evolution so clear-
ly that it could no longer be rationally denied, and
later work has served only to confirm its basic truth."

Although the "Life Nature Library" series could serve splendidly as na-
tural history textbooks in junior high and high school, these two para-
graphs would probably inspire heated objections were this volume to be
utilized by any school system in the country; there is no question that
in the so-called "Bible Belt" its mere presence on a library shelf would
evoke outraged protests. It is incredible that a nation which is in many
respects the most enlightened on the face of the earth should tolerate
narrowness and bigotry of this sort.

THE GUNS OF AUGUST: Despite the confident assurances of Administration
spokesmen that United States air strikes against
selected targets in North Vietnam are significantly weakening the Comn-
munist insurgents in the south, there appears to be general recognition
at all levels of government that the war must ultimately be won on the
ground and within South Vietnam. The failure of the South Vietnamese
Army to record any discernible progress in its operations against the
guerilla forces, in spite of massive American assistance in the form of
materiel and advisors, has compelled Washington to dispatch sizable con-
tingents of combat troops to the area, and it now appears that the U-
nited States is irrevocably committed to the Asian ground war which
Walter Lippmann and other perceptive observers have long dreaded. Ori-
ginally, our combat role in Vietnam was supposed to be confined to the
maintenance of security in the vicinity of American installations, and
even "search and destroy" operations in these regions were essentially
defensive in nature. However, a more active policy was firmly establish-
ed in early July when a United States paratroop unit participated in a
joint offensive operation in "Zone D", north of 8aigon, and it is only
2 matter of time before the United States armed forces stationed at
various coastal bases in South Vietnam will be conducted massive and
continuous combat operations against the insurgents. Inevitably, great-
er United States participation will lead to inereasing U.S. control of
all aspects of the prosecution of the conflict, and it is to be expect-
ed that eventually the war will become primarily an American effort. In
view of this, it might be useful to examine the ' probable course of de-
velopment of the struggle in the months to come, the difficulties which
will confront United States forces inveolved in a type of warfare in
which they have no previous experience, and the psychological effect on
the citizens of this country of our deepening involvement in the war,
At first glance, conflicts of this sort usually appear to be lu-
dierously uneven contests, with the government forces possessing over-
whelming advantages. This is especially true in the present instance,
because the South Vietnamese Army has at its disposal the resources of



the greatest industrial and military power in the world. The combined
South Vietnamese-United States forces not only possess numerical super-
iority and ample supplies of the most sophisticated equipment, unchal-
lenged domination of the air and surrounding seas, but also virtually
unlimited economic resources. Yet the less apparent advantages enjoyed
by the insurgents have proven to be adequate to compensate. I have dis-
covered in conversations with individuals who are unacquainted with the
devices of guerilla warfare that it is extremely difficult to enumerate
the advantages possessed by the insurgents, many of which are extremely
subtle. Certainly mobility is one of the principal military advantages
enjoyed by the Communist guerillas, but this is largely dependent upon
another quality inherent in clandestine military organizations, viz.,
anonymity. Operating usually in small units, the guerillas are frequent-
ly able to conceal their whereabouts and avoid contact with large for-
mations of enemy troops. If necessary, the guerilla band will disperse
into the surrounding countryside, and since individual members of the
Viet Cong are not readily identifiable as insurgents, they may escape
detection simply by discarding their weapons. In the larger cities,
cadres-trained for sabotage or assassination are able to operate quite
freely, because the average Communist guerilla is indistinguishable from
the average Vietnamese. This anonymity also enables the insurgents to
develop extremely capable intelligence and espionage networks. Finally,
the insurgents are not to any significant extent dependent upon unwieldy
supply lines or cumbersome logistical support facilities. Operating as
self-contained units, guerilla bands are frequently able to subsist on
food available in the immediate environment and military equipment eap-
tured from government units.

- There are also psychological advantages possessed by the insur-
gents, and their significance should not be underestimated. Since the
very nature of guerilla warfare prevents the government forces from a-
chieving genuine security even in their most highly fortified and con-
scientiously guarded installations, soldiers involved in counter-insur-
gency warfare are compelled to remain constantly alert and prepared for
action. A professional soldier always anticipates being called upon to
fight at a moment's notice, but the state of mind produced in troops
stationed in guerilla-infested areas is of a different character alto-
gether. He functions in an environment where instant death is a ubiqui-
tous possibility. The distinction between the "front" and comparatively
secure occupied areas does not exist in such a conflict. To relax, even
for a moment, is to invite disaster. The enemy is as likely to strike
in a Saigon bar as on a jungle path, so the individual soldier must be
constantly prepared to defend himself. The tension which this situation
produces in human minds is frightening, and probably this explains why
otherwise capable battlefield commanders fail to make the proper deci-
sions or permit their units to blunder into ambushes while conducting
operations against the elusive enemy.

Since the war in Vietnam is as much a political as a military
conflict, it follows that victory cannot be achieved solely by military
means. As long as substantial numbers of South Vietnamese continue to
support (either actively or passively) the Communist guerillas, the com-
plete elimination of the clandestine National Front for Liberation is
impossible. It should, however, be possible, by military means, to in-
flict punishment on the insurgents in such a way as to severely circum-
scribe their activities, while simultaneously providing at least partial
security to substantial areas of the country. This reason that this ob-
jective has not so far been achieved is that the loyalist troops do not
outnumber the Viet Cong by a sufficient ratio. There is presently some
question regarding precisely what ratio should be considered "suffi-
cient" in this context. Regular armies lacking widespread popular sup-



port have usually contained guerilla uprisings with great difficulty e-
ven at favorable odds of twenty-to-one. Secretary of Defense Robert Mc-
Namara estimates that in order to achieve victory over the Communists
in Vietnam the Saigon government should possess a numerical superiority
of ten- and preferably fifteen-to-one. Accepting the lower figure as
the minimum necessary preponderance of military personnel, it is clear
that achieving this level of superiority will require considerable ex-
ertion. The combat forces presently available to the Saigon government
(including regular South Vietnamese troops, local militias and the U-
nited States personnel in South Vietnam as of July 20, 1965) outnumber
the Viet Cong by slightly more than four-to-one. If the government of
Premier Nguyen Cao Ky succeeds in its current program of armed forces
expansion and the United States expeditionary force is increased to
150,000 combat troops (admittedly a conservative estimate), this margin
may be increased to nearly six-to-one. This number will still not even
approach the required ratio, and ultimately hundreds of thousands of ad-
ditional troops must be thrown into the conflict. South Vietnam is a
small and not very prosperous country whose resources are already being
strained to the utmost, so these additional troops must be supplied by
the United States and its allies. Ultimately, therefore, our commitment
in Vietnam is likely to be as costly as the "police action'" in Korea.

This depressing fact is not recognized by a great many of the A-
mericans who constantly clamor for more decisive action in Vietnam. The
impression appears to be fairly widespread in this country that the en-
trance of substantial bodies of United States combat troops into the
struggle will cduse the insurrection to-collapse. This incredibly over-
confident appraisal of the situation is, fortunately, avoided by the
majority of government spokesmen and responsible citizens, but I suspect
that it is held by a majority of ordinary Americans. During the past
two years, I have been confronted literally dozens of times by some pos-
turing cretin declaring that the conflict in Vietnam should be brought
to a successful conclusion by "sending in a few thousand Marines to
clean the place up". This remarkably naive outlook is primarily the re-
sult of the fact that, for years, the press in this country has permit-
ted its readers to conceive of the struggle as one in which the succes-
ses of the Communists are chiefly attributable to the incompetence of
the Saigon government and its armed forces. Newspaper accounts of am-
bushes in which‘detachments of South Vietnamese troops are wiped out
have the effect, not of convincing American readers that the Viet Cong
are extraordinarily capable guerilla fighters, but rather of convincing
them that the government troops are hopelessly inept. 8ince the Ameri-
can people are accustomed to considering their own soldiers the finest
in the world, there is naturally a tendency to believe that a relative-
ly small number of U.S. troops, given a free hand, could subdue the in-
surgents, Actually, the South Vietnamese Army, although poorly motivat-
ed as a whole, is one of the best trained and most competent fighting
bodies in Asia. Its officers, it is true, do not appear to excel in good
judgment, but even the United States "advisors" admire and respect the
individual fighting capacity of the troops themselves. This reason that
they have fared so poorly is simply that the enemy is a group of expert
guerilla fighters taking advantage of a situation and a form of warfare
which no regular army staff has ever succeeded in reducing to military
equations. This tendency to underrate the South Vietnamese Army and
therefore believe that United States troops must necessarily achieve
greater success is potentially a horribly dangerous attitude.

In linmited combat operations to date, the United States forces
in South Vietnam have not suffered a major éefeat, but nothing is more
certain than the eventual occurrence of such a disaster, involving hun-
dreds of American casualties. The psychological effect of such an inci-



dent (or a series of such incidents) will be enormous, We Americans are,
as a people, conditioned to accept only victory. For decades we have
been taught that our armed forces, and especially: the United States Ma-
rine Corps, were the finest soldiers in the world, irresistable, un-
flagging and invulnerable. It is utterly inconceivable to the majority
of Americans that these crack troops could suffer significantly at the
hands of a band of irregulars. There is a rather frightening parallel
between most Americans and most Germans after World War I, and I should
expect that continuous heavy losses of American personnel in a war which
continues without any apparent progress would have approximately the
same psychological effect on the American people as defeat in World War
I had on the Germans.

This is indeed a frightening prospect, but I do not believe that
it is an unreasonable prediction, considering the circumstances. Should
a significant number of American troops be ambushed and destroyed, there
will be howls of anguish from the press and from politicians all over
the country. Republican support for President Johnson's policy in Viet-
nam will, predictably, begin to wither. There may be calls for an in-
vestigation and demands for the immediate bombing of Hanoi in reprisal;
some pathetic company commander may even be court-marshalled. Certainly
there will be an immediate search for convenient scapegoats. As a mat-
ter of fact, this tendency is already noticeable. Whenever a terrorist:
bomb or a mortar attack does substantial damage to a U.S. installation,
the newspapers take great pains to inform their readers repeatedly that
South Vietnamese troops were responsible for security precautions at
some point around the perimeter of the base; the implication is that the
incompetent South Vietnamese were responsible for the setback.

This is an unquestionably irrational reaction, but it is never-
theless probable that an imposing number of Americans will succumb to
it as United States losses in Vietnam mount. And there is every likeli-
hood that these losses will increase dramatically as American troops
come to play an ever more active combat role. It should be remembered
that the insurgents, who have been participating in this struggle for
twenty years, are seasoned guerilla fighters with an intimitate know-
ledge of the countryside. The vast majority of the American soldiers,
on the other hand, are young recruits and conscripts who have never seen
battle or fired a shot in anger prior to their arrival in Vietnam. They
possess virtually no first-hand knowledge of the countryside in the area
in which they are stationed, and everything that they know about gueril-
la warfare was taught to them out of a book at Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina, by an instructor in khaki shorts and a brass hat who himself had
never journeyed to within two thousand miles of a guerilla conflict.
This is not an encouraging comparison. An even more depressing indica-
tion of what we may expect is a short squib which recently appeared in
the newspapers containing an account of an interview with an Australian

"My name is Maxwell Taylor. I drew the long straw."

"My name is Henry Cabot Lodge. I drew the short one..."




infantryman, assigned to the South Vietnamese Army as an advisor, who

discussed the American soldiers with whom he had become acquainted. He
remarked that going on patrol with them was "a bit too bloody danger-

ous", because they "talk and smoke and generally set themselves up as

pretty good targets." "Americans are good blokes," he concluded, "but

not when they're on patrol."

No one questions the courage and competence of the American sol-
diers in Vietnam, and I expect that they will acquit themselves admir-
ably in this struggle; but it is a foregone conclusion that they will
not live up to the totally unrealistic expectations of their more vocal
boasters among the citizenry. The South Vietnamese Army is already do-
ing as well as could reasonably be expected under the circumstances,
and the introduction of moderate numbers of United States troops inta
the conflict probably cannot dramatically alter its present course. It
is merely naive to expect anything resembling military victory in Viet-
nam, even in limited local campaigns. Ironically, it will be discover-
ed, as the casualty lists grow, that those Americans who most loudly
clamor for "Victory!" will be precisely those least willing to pay the
price of victory--especially since "victory", in this context, is de-
fined as maintaining a situation of stalemate and avoiding defeat, and
does not actually entail "winning" anything.

COMMUNISM COMES TO CATONSVILLE: The majority of the readers of this pe-

; riodical probably have never heard of
Catonsville, Maryland, or the community college which bears its name,
Situated in a burgeoning area of Baltimore County, Catonsville Commmi ty
College is a small, unostentatious institution of higher learning which
has never experienced conflict between students and administrators,
civil strife or even panty raids. Nevertheless, this diminutive educa-
tional institution has recently become the focus for a controversy which
raises issues so fundamental to the maintenance of a free society that
its national prominence should, by any rational standard, exceed that
of the University of California at Berkeley. The difficulties began on
March 24, 1965, when the college presented the final program of the se-
mester in its Lecture Series, featuring Carey McWilliams, editor of Ihe
Nation. Mr. McWilliams' appearance on the campus was the occasion for a
sustained shreik of outrage on the part of local conservative organiza-
tions, spearheaded by the John Birch Society. Fifteen pickets appeared
at the commnity college as the scheduled lecture began, carrying signs
accusing MeWilliams of being a "Communist agent", intent on subversion.
Unsigned leaflets were distributed throughout the community, accusing
the college of sponsoring "subversive" speakers, and when 30C students
(over 40% of the total enrollment) signed a petition condemning these
efforts to "smear" their college, other leaflets were distributed char-
acterizing the students as "left-wing radicals" acting as agents for
the Communist Party. The indignant students then held a rally to pro-
test these vicious tactics, and this rally enjoyed the tacit support of
both the faculty and the administration.

Subsequently, when David R. Matteson, the state coordinator of
the John Birch Society, spoke at the Social-Political Forum at Catons-
ville College, he was questioned about these events. Mr. Matteson care-
fully denied that the pickets and leaflet distributors had been acting
at the behest of the Society leadership; he did not deny that they were
members of the John Birch Society, but he suggested that they had been
acting on their own initiative. In response to a direct question with
respect to Mr. McWilliams' controversial appearance, Mr. Matteson claim-
ed to be in possession of evidence showing that McWilliams was associ-
ated with various Communist front organizations, but he insisted that
the John Birch Society did not make a practice of picketing or other-
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wise disrupting lectures. However, he dismissed a query concerning free-
dom of inquiry by asserting, "We don't believe that Communists have any
business talking in public."

In commenting on this depressing affair, the Baltimore Sun had
earlier observed that:

"A welcome to the ranks of higher educational maturity
is due Catonsville Community College, which in its
relatively young life alrealy has drawn the fire of the
sick element in the American rightist movement. The
college could have seen to it that its students were
never exposed to any speakers not guaranteed to be en-
tirely safe, noncontroversial, bland and dull. Instead,
the college has followed the stimulating college tra-
dition of encouraging its students to discuss the great
issues of the day (which necessarily are controversial
or they would not be great issues) and to hear speak-
ers of divergent, even unconventional viewpoints (which
necessarily make them controversial speakers).

"The experience for the students so far has proved most
enlightening. If they have not solved any great issues,
they at least have seen how the militant extremists of
the politically far right will, under the guise of de-
fenders of freedom, invade a campus with inflammatory
signs and nameless leaflets in an attempt to intimidate
freedom of expression. The maturity of the college it-
self has been demonstrated in the confidence it has
placed in its studemts to hear both or many sides of an
1ssue with open minds and in its determination to stand
fast against the outside attacks. The maturity of the
students will dbe tested today when their speaker will
be a representative of the John Birch Society. If, de-
spite the right-wing charges made against them, the
students give their guest speaker their quiet, courte-
ous attention, the place of Catonsville Community Col-
lege in Maryland higher education will be a bright one."

In the event, the student body behaved admirably. Mr. Matteson was
treated with the utmost courtesy, although most of the students could
hardly have been accused of being sympathetic toward the principles
espoused by his organization.

Unfortunately, the controversy was not permitted to perish of
natural causes at this point. Onto the scene there now galloped a knight
astride a white stallion (although there are those to whom the intruder
more closely resembled a nincompoop perched awkwardly on a grey jack-
ass). Baltimore County Councilman Wallace A. Williams, his indignation
aroused by a handful of protests from moronic constituents, determined
to put an end to the sad state of affairs which permitted naive young
college students to come under the mesmeric influence of diabolical Com-
munist agents like Carey McWilliams. Councilman Williams, whose previ-
ous record of public service is distinguished solely by a recommenda-
tion to replace the doorknobs on the county courthouse lavatories, in-
troduced legislation aimed at curbing the massive and malignant influ-
ence of subversives in county educational institutions. Under the pro-
visions of his proposed statute, any individual desiring to utilize the
facilities of any tax-supported school, library, hall or auditorium
must submit a list of his organizational affiliations to the proper
authorities. The bill would prohibit the use of such facilities to per-
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sons connected with any organization declared to be "subversive" by any
branch of the Federal Government or any official agency of a state gov-
ernment. The only saving grace possessed by this bill is that it is so
blatantly unconstitutional that no court in the country would uphold
it, so there was never any significant danger of any convictions and
fines resulting from a refusal to comply.

The controversy stirred up by Councilman Williams' ill-advised
effort to protect the impressionable young minds of Maryland'!'s college
students was so intense that the proposal perished in a burst of flame
while still in committee. However, the irrepressible zealot has announc-
ed his intention to periodically reintroduce the measure, and if my es-
timate of the intellectual capacity of the average Baltimore County po-
litician is accurate, it stands an excellent chance of eventually be-
coming law. Should this occur, it will constitute another catastrophe
for local government, because the citizens of this country will once a-
gain be compelled to turn to the courts to guarantee their rights under
the Constitution.

SHORT NOTES ON LONG SUBJECTS: George Murphy, erstwhile song-and-dance
man, may not have realized what he was

starting when he ran (successfully) for the Senate last November. There
is every likelihood that Ronald Reagan will run for Governor of Cali-
fornia in 1966, and if that happens it can only be a matter of time be-
fore other Hollywood personalities leap into the political arena. John
Wayne, of course, will attempt to replace Tommy Kuchel in the Benate,
Buster Keaton will oust Mayor Yorty, Andy Devine will make a strong bid
for Jesse Unrah's position as speaker of California's lower house, and,
with Walt Disney as her campaign manager, Annette Funicello will run for
the legislature on a platform of two pizza pies in every oven. +++ Typo-
graphical errors are creatures that have mastered the art of camouflage
to a degree not achieved by even the most cunning animals. Each stencil
is carefully proof-read before duplication, yet jolting typographical
errors are an inevitable feature of every issue of Kipple. The previous
issue of this periodical appears to have achieved altogether new heights
in this respect. On the cover, the date "June 12, 1965" appears in let-
ters fully half an inch tall. Notwithstanding this conspicuous annocunce-
ment of the date, however, that eighty-third issue was actually puhlish-
ed on July 12, 1965. +++ The last time something of that sort occurred,
incidentally, was in the summer of 1962. The magazine was then appear-
ing (with considerably thicker issues) on = formal monthly schedule, but
due to an error in lettering the dates the July issue (#27) is followed
by two September issues (#28 & #29), the former of which was supposed
to be labelled- "August". +++ Then there was Kipprle #10, which was label-
led "Februrary, 1961". So far, I haven't managed to misspell the name of
the magazine i%self, but it's only a matter of time... +++ From a recent
issue of TV-Guide: "(11) Battle Line--Documentary. The 1944 Battle of
the Bulge, Hitler's last attempt to stop the Allied advance, is describ-
ed by Jim Bishop, a former Allied sergeant and a former Nazl panzer sol-
dier." Mr. Bishop must have led an extremely hectic life during the war

years...
--Ted Pauls

"The study of theology, as it stands in Christian churches, is
the study of nothing; it is founded on nothing; it rests on no princi-
ples; it proceeds by no authorities; it has no data; it can demonstrate
nothing; and it admits of no conclusion. Not any thing can be studied as
a science, without our being in possession of the principles upon which
it is founded; and as this is not the case with Christian theology, it is
therefore the study of nothing." --Thomas Paine, in "The Age of Reason',
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LETTERS

MARTY HELGESEN :: 11 LAWRENCE AVE. :: MALVERNE, NEW YORK, 11565

As I indicated in my last letter, a discussion of evil will in-
volve questions for which no one has satisfactory answers. All I can do
is present hopefully useful observations. You wonder about a definition
of evil. One common definition is that it is the absence of a good which
ought to be present. It is evil that a man be born without legs, but
not that he be born without wings, because legs belong to man by his
nature but wings do not. However, an eagle born without wings is an ex-
ample of evil, Evil can be divided into physical and moral evil., Evil
which is in the thing itself is physical evil, as in the above examples.
Moral evil (or sin) involves a free act contrary to that which ought to
be done (including the omission of a morally obligatory act).

Genesis tells us--in allegorical form--how evil came into the
world. Adam was created perfect, with the perfections proper to man. He
was fully and completely what God wanted him to be. His perfections in-
cluded total integrity. That is, his body accepted the rule of his soul
and his soul was ruled by reason. Therefore his choices were free and
were not-affected by any of the factors, such as those mentioned by Miss
Borsella, which in us can serve to diminish or even eliminate moral re-
sponsibility for our acts. Furthermore, he had certain freely given
gifts from God which went beyond his nature. One of these was what the
theologians call impassibility: the universe, made for the service of
man, literally could not harm him. Another gift was immortality. Man was
meant to pass from earth to heaven without the temporary separation of
body and soul which constitutes death. (He also-had the gift of super-
natural life, vhich was the most important gift, but any discussion of
it would take me:too far afield.) '

When Adan, the representative first man, freely chose to reject
God, he forfeited these gifts for himself and his descendants. The body
rebelled against the soul and even within the soul the harmony of its
various powers was lost. This caused the difficulties Chay mentioned.
As for the effects of natural disasters on generally good people which
you noted, theologians teach that in addition to the personal effects
of this first sin, ineluding the loss of impassibility and immortality,
there was damage done to the order of the material universe. Consider-
ing the state of the world during the centuries before man even existed,
it is difficult to say what this damage was, and they don't claim to
know, but it would seem to be a relevant factor. (As a matter of person-
al speculation, I wonder if it might not be partly related to what some
people, such as science fiction writers who use it as a gimmick, refer
to as "the perversity of things".)

These statements do not mean that we are being punished for the
sin of our first parents. Rather, certain freely given gifts, to which
we had no right, have been withdrawn because they were misused. Discus-




sing this subject, Msgr. Knox once wrote:

"o give a very crude parallel; it is not as if a
schoolmaster said, 'You will all write 200 lines every
day this term, to punish the insolence of last term's
sixth form (who have now left) in writing their names
on the seats in my garden.' It is rather as if he said,
'T am not going to let you wander about in my garden,
because when I gave that privilege to your predecessors
they misused it.'"

- As I indicated above, various factors such as ignorance, habit,
etc., can diminish or even eliminate moral responsibility for an act,
and a person in such a case will not deserve and will not receive pun-
ishment for such acts. However, my statement that evil results from men
making the wrong choice included more than the punishment for our own
sins and more than the above mentioned loss of various gifts once given
to mankind. There is a way in which a man can suffer evil for making
the wrong choice in good faith, believing it to be the right one; even
if God rewards him for his good intentions. This is because the moral
laws given by God are not arbitrary commands. They are statements of
the best way to act in accordance with the real world. These guides to
spiritual reality are analogous to statements of physical reality such
as that if I touch a live power line I will be electrocuted, whether or
not I know it is live or even whether or not I know of the existence of
electricity. The British sailors who suffered from scurvy before they
were given limes did not know of the existence of vitamin C and did not
even have control over their diet. They suffered because the body must
have certain substances, including vitamin C, and cannot have others.
Similarly, there are some actions or omissions which nourish or debili-
tate the soul. These effects are not always easy to see, but sometimes
it is possible. I think that many would agree that the effects of rac-
ism, which is immoral, on the'person doing the hating can be severe, e-
ven if, due to his upbringing, etc., he is not morally responsible for
his prejudice. It has been said that Martin Luther King is doing as much
to free the white man as he is to free the Negro.

I agree that too often the United States has unconditionally sup-
ported undesirable governments because they opposed our enemies. You
only mentioned the support given to anti-Communist regimes since World
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